
Visualizations	of	Cross-cultural	Bibliographic	Classification:	Comparative	Studies	of	the	Korean	
Decimal	Classification	and	the	Dewey	Decimal	Classification	

Inkyung	Choi	
University	of	Wisconsin-Milwaukee	

	
The	changes	in	KO	systems	induced	by	sociocultural	influences	may	include	those	in	both	classificatory	
principles	and	cultural	features.	The	proposed	study	will	examine	the	Korean	Decimal	Classification	
(KDC)’s	adaptation	of	the	Dewey	Decimal	Classification	(DDC)	by	comparing	the	two	systems.	This	case	
manifests	the	sociocultural	influences	on	KOSs	in	a	cross-cultural	context.	Therefore,	the	study	aims	at	
an	in-depth	investigation	of	sociocultural	influences	by	situating	a	KOS	in	a	cross-cultural	environment	
and	examining	the	dynamics	between	two	classification	systems	designed	to	organize	information	
resources	in	two	distinct	sociocultural	contexts.	As	a	preceding	stage	of	the	comparison,	the	analysis	
was	conducted	on	the	changes	that	result	from	the	meeting	of	different	sociocultural	feature	in	a	
descriptive	method.	The	analysis	aims	to	identify	variations	between	the	two	schemes	in	comparison	of	
the	knowledge	structures	of	the	two	classifications,	in	terms	of	the	quantity	of	class	numbers	that	
represent	concepts	and	their	relationships	in	each	of	the	individual	main	classes.	The	most	effective	
analytic	strategy	to	show	the	patterns	of	the	comparison	was	visualizations	of	similarities	and	
differences	between	the	two	systems.	Increasing	or	decreasing	tendencies	in	the	class	through	various	
editions	were	analyzed.	Comparing	the	compositions	of	the	main	classes	and	distributions	of	concepts	in	
the	KDC	and	DDC	discloses	the	differences	in	their	knowledge	structures	empirically.	This	phase	of	
quantitative	analysis	and	visualizing	techniques	generates	empirical	evidence	leading	to	interpretation.	

	


